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      ...from your pastor...
unemployed.  To be baptized is to be united with all 
others who are one in Christ.

Baptism marks a start, the beginning of a journey, not 
the end of one.  It is an early act appropriate, even 
important, for our embarkation upon a pilgrimage with 
Christ.

When we get wet in baptism, it is best that we never 
completely dry off.  We do well to touch the water of 
baptism again and again—in our minds if not with 
our bodies.  The road that unfolds before us as we 
emerge from baptism is the pathway to spiritual matu-
rity as a brother or sister of Christ and a child of God 
forever.*

So let us continue this sacred bond that is found in 
the order of baptism and celebrate the “new” life that 
is made available to us.
Blessings,
Rev. Glen
                                         (*Thanks to Weston Gaddy)

SERMONS FOR SEPTEMBER                          
9:30AM WORSHIP

                 
  9-5-2010:  “Table Manners”                                     

Epistle- I Corinthians 11: 23-26                              
 Gospel- John 13: 1-15

 9-12-2010: “Only By Prayer”                                  
 Hebrew- Jeremiah 11: 18-20                                        

 Gospel- Mark 9: 14-29

9-19-2010: Dreams & Detours”       
Hebrew- Deuteronomy 34: 1-8                                

 Epistle- Romans 15: 22-29

 9-26-2010: “Calling All Prophets”                            
Hebrew- I Kings 18: 20-29, 36-39                           

 Gospel- Matthew 14: 22-33

           ECHO

We’ve had many baptisms 
in our church these past 
several months.  For many 
these have been a joy and a 
reward.  But I want us to ask 
ourselves, “What is the signifi-
cance of baptism?”

The strongest answers to that 
question may be the more 

negative ones.  For example, baptism is not about 
winning God’s favor in order to receive God’s ac-
ceptance.  Nothing happens in baptism that makes 
a person more acceptable to God than was the case 
prior to baptism.   God’s acceptance of us, like God’s 
love for us, is strictly a matter of grace.

Early followers of Jesus consented to be baptized as 
a means of declaring that their lives were devoted 
to following god’s way by means of the leadership of 
Jesus.  Baptism was an open declaration of faith that 
marked a turning point in the way a person lived.

Christian baptism is a mean of identification with 
Christ.  “As Jesus lived by the principle of suffering 
love, so I will live,” the believer
declares in baptism.  Inevitably that will involve dying 
and rising again; not just one time, but many times as 
forgiveness is extended, as grace struggles for su-
premacy, as persistence in love faces the challenge of 
deadly resistance.

Christian baptism is an affirmation of fellowship and 
unity.  In baptism, a person opens his or her arms to 
a family of faith.  Remember that it was in the context 
of writing about baptism that the apostle Paul pointed 
out that we are all one in Christ—Jews and Gentiles, 
slaves and free people, men and women, African 
Americans and Asians, rich and poor, employed and 



Community Church of Poway
United Church of Christ

13401 Community Road
Poway, CA 92064

Telephone: (858)748-3304
ccpucc@sbcglobal.net

Marylene Rosa, Office Manager
Wedding Coordinator

Mara Gallo, newsletter editor
maragallo@live.com

Reverend Glen Larsen
Pastor

All are welcome to 
Sunday Morning Worship

9:30 am and 11:00 am

The mission of the
Community Church of Poway

United Church of Christ
is to develop our

spiritual relationship wih God,
repectful of individual

conscience and beliefs;
to nurture, support and minister

to one another;
and to reflect God’s love

in service to our community
and the world.

Visit our website at: CCPUCC.org

   ...from your editor...

Welcome back to everyone from their summer breaks!   
Can you believe summer is over already?  Of course, 
we can’t expect relief from the heat for another month, 
but fall is in the air.

As we all get back to our usual routines, things are 
also picking up here at CCP.  so that they can write a 
clear, concise and God-given Vision Statement for our 
church.  Choir Practice has resumed on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 pm, LOGOS returns in October, and 
the new Sunday School year kicks off on Rally Sun-
day, September 12th.

The first of our fall fundraisers, the Pig-in-the-Pit BBQ, 
is scheduled for Saturday, September 25th from 3:00 
to 7:00 pm.  Of course, the work both precedes and 
extends beyond those hours, as our congregation 
pitches in to host this seminal event for our church 
and for the Poway Days celebrations.   This will be 
our 40th annual Pig-in-the-Pit, and we hope to outdo 
ourselves this year.

The Vision Team is completing its interviews this 
month in preparation for a report to the council and 
the congregation of our findings.  If you haven’t had 
your interview yet, it is coming.  Deep thanks go out to 
all of you for your gracious participation in this en-
deavor, and to the members of the Vision Team for all 
the time they have dedicated to its completion.

As we begin another season of activity at CCP, I pray 
that the love we have for this little church will inspire 
us all to give a little more of our time, talent and finan-
cial support to keep our family in Christ together and 
strong.  We have so much to give and a new season 
of outreach and education to enlist our efforts.   May 
God bless our endeavors.  He has plans for us!

Peace & Love,                                                       
Mara Gallo                                                              
Editor
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Moderator ’s 
Message

Moderator’s Message
Please pray for our 12-mem-
ber VISION TEAM as they 
complete their interviews with 
our congregation and turn 
towards analyzing the input collected.  Attempting to 
discern God’s voice and direction for our church from 
amongst our all-too-human voices so that they can 
write a clear, concise and God-given Vision Statement 
for our church will be their biggest challenge.

I was interviewed a few weeks ago and found it to be 
a pleasant time and good conversation.  It can be a 
difficult service for these dedicated people to contact 
each person in the congregation, listen respectfully 
and attentively to them, taking care to capture that 
person’s input and not color it with their own opinions 
or ideas.  Pray for them to have patience and under-
standing and to attend carefully to those subtle nudg-
es from God as they examine and discuss the data.  I 
hope you still have the “Praying Hands–Pray” prayer 
icon that we distributed when the Vision Team was 
dedicated.  Use that icon to remind you daily to pray, 
and please include the Vision Team, our congregation 
and God’s direction for our church in your prayers.

Our August council meeting was unusual; we used it 
to discuss the church’s strategic plan for the months 
of September through January.  We knew that we 
would not have the Vision Statement yet in place as 
a guide for the fall church activities.  So, instead, we 
asked each group in the church to bring their plans for 
September through January to August council.  I feel 
it was a helpful meeting and I pray that God was guid-
ing us in our decisions.  Once the Vision Statement is 
in place, each group will have as direction their part in 
the Church’s Vision to guide them.

During the Strategic Planning exercise we discussed 
with membership of the stewardship committee their 
plans for a stewardship campaign this year.  They are 
using a book, “52 ways to ignite your congregation… 
Generous Giving,” ordered from the UCC website to 
help them with ideas for the campaign.  They have 
decided to separate the appeal for financial support 
from the appeal for giving the church your time and 
talents.  Consequently, on September 12th we will 
have our first Time & Talent Sunday.  Both worship 

services will include messages that encourage mem-
bers to give of their time and gifts of the Spirit to the 
church.  Afterwards, all in the congregation will be 
given a Time & Talent survey form to prayerfully fill out 
and pledge how you will support our church with your 
time and talents in 2011.

During the July council meeting we discussed the 
timing of our congregational meetings as required in 
the By-Laws.  We  hold a congregational meeting in 
November to approve the people who serve on the 
Church Boards, though in my experience, we only 
approve the chairs for the Boards and the officers.  
The By-Laws also require an annual meeting between 
January 15th and 31st for approval of the budget and 
receipt of the annual report by the congregation.  This 
year our annual meeting will also include a vote by 
the congregation to approve the Vision Statement that 
the Vision Team and Church Council have approved.  
This year the additional agenda, and the fact that the 
budget probably should be examined more closely, 
make it inappropriate to try to squeeze our annual 
meeting to within the one half hour that we used last 
year between services.  So Church Council decided 
that on the agenda of our congregational meeting on 
November 7th we would also offer for approval an 
amendment to the By-Laws that will allow the annual 
meeting to be scheduled any time between January 
15th and February 7th.   If the By-Laws change is 
approved, we plan to schedule our annual meeting 
for Sunday, February 6th to receive the 2010 annual 
reports, approve the 2011 budget and approve the 
Vision Statement.

I will end with a plea that you support in any way that 
you are able our 40th annual Pig in the Pit Fundraiser 
on September 25th.  If we can get enough helpers, 
the workload will be manageably light and the fellow-
ship will be awesome.  If you won’t be in town, con-
sider gifting your friends, colleagues, service provid-
ers and relatives with tickets for a meal: $10.00 for 
adults or $7.00 for children.  If you are able to donate 
a $75.00 or up item to include in our raffle, please 
check-in with the event co-chairs, Jeanette Roache 
and Ron Kaelberer.  Please pray that this fundraiser 
will be the most successful one ever, both in subsidiz-
ing the ministries you value in our church but also in 
attracting visitors who might be looking for a spiritual 
home in addition to a delicious BBQ meal.

Blessings,
Karen Reynolds                                        
Moderator 
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Treasurer ’s 
Report

I wanted to give an update 
on our financial situation as 
we are through the sum-
mer months. Our situation 
continues to be dire as we 
weather through the sum-
mer months when offerings seasonally dip, coupled 
with our preschool being closed for summer break.  
As a reminder from our May congregational update, 
it takes on average about $23K per month to oper-
ate our church (exclusive of all preschool expenses).  
Here is a breakdown of June and July results:

June:
Income (Offerings, fundraisers, building use) 
= $25,982                              
 Expenses= $23,310                                   
Net income= $2,672

July:
Income (Offerings, fundraisers, building use)
=$14, 645                               
Expenses= $23, 686                                 
Net income= ($9,647) Loss

Overall, through July year-to-date, we are running at 
a loss of $21,368.  This is net of the $20,700 emer-
gency transfer from the Preschool done in May, so 
the real loss equates to $42K.  This is attributable to 
a trend of lower offerings since January.   As of Au-
gust 2nd, our church checking account balance was 
$15,747.  With restricted funds totaling $13,492, this 
means we are basically breaking even and must con-
tinue to keep our belts tightened!

I want to extend a thank you for everyone’s support 
through these challenges.  Some highlights include;
• Continued “freeze” on restricted fund expendi-
tures as well as non emergency building and ground 
expenses.
• Padres Fundraiser efforts generating $2,365 
as of 8/9/10—THANK YOU Barbara and hard working 
VOLUNTEERS!
• Increased building usage income (June & July) 
totaling $4,246.  This EXCLUDES the preschool’s 
monthly rent.  Nice work Marylene!
• Tireless and faithful volunteers are making a 
HUGE difference!  You know who you are.  Volunteer-

ing for our church is simply a must right now. From 
our wonderful choir to our Padres volunteers and our 
amazing Agape Café baristas—it takes people like 
you to keep us going—THANK YOU!

As we look ahead, we have some “life lines” God has 
planned for us--namely a healthy Preschool enroll-
ment of over 110 kids!!  Also, our loan modification is 
still pending UCC approval and we should hear word 
in mid September—keep the prayers coming!   Finally 
our annual fundraiser “Pig in the Pit” is right around 
the corner and I know Jeanette Roache and her pos-
se are going “hog wild” to make this year’s event our 
best year ever!  There are more strategic actions in 
the works as we forge through our Vision process and 
direction for our church.  Stay tuned for more informa-
tion on those initiatives as we navigate through these 
challenging times.

Finally, this update would not be complete without 
thanking each and every one of you who continue 
to be so faithful and generous through your financial 
support.  Through your support and our trust in our 
loving Lord we will persevere!  

Please email or call me for any questions or com-
ments.  Thank you, and may God continue to bless 
you in many ways!

Stan Melad, Treasurer        
stanm@san.rr.com

Spiritual Life 
Ministries

COMING SOON! 
Companions in Christ
 
New Companions in Christ small groups will be start-
ing this fall.  Companions in Christ is a small group 
experience in spiritual formation where we “deepen 
our experience of God, explore the fullness of life 
in Christ through spiritual practices, and receive the 
grace of the Spirit in community.” Through weekly 
meetings and individual daily readings, group mem-
bers look at God’s word, learn new spiritual practices, 
and share their faith journeys together. If you are 
interested in being involved in a group, please contact 
the church office.  
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Greetings from 
Outreach

Thank you all for your donations 
to the Basket Sunday collection 
for San Diego’s foster children.  
We collected ten large bags of 
school supplies for them.  When 

I delivered the bags to the Golden 
Hill Center, the director was thrilled.

During August we collected food for our church’s own 
emergency pantry.  Many families in our neighbor-
hood are walking into the office in need of food. We 
are making up bags of food to sustain a small family 
for approximately two days.

In September our collections for Basket Sunday will 
be helping our Preschool with supplies. A list of their 
needs will soon be posted.

In October there will be an ICS food drive.  Also look 
for our Guatemalan handmade woven items for sale 
as part of our Fall Festival.
 
In November we will be packaging food for a local 
project.  During December the Guatemala Project 
will be our focus with the Alternative Christmas Gift 
Market.

As always, thank you for your generous support of 
all our Outreach projects.  We are a very giving little 
church, and we couldn’t help God’s children without 
your contributions!

Blessings,
Benita Porter, Outreach

CHILDREN’S CHOIR

Children from Kindergarten age 
through 7th grade are invited to 
sing with the Children’s Choir on 
Sunday mornings from 10:45-11:15 
a.m.  Rehearsals will resume on September 19.  This 
year we’ll meet in the first preschool building (closest 
to church).  For more information please contact Ja-
net Williams.  Her email is: williams1692@sbcglobal.
net.

Women’s 
Fellowship

On Saturday, September 4th 
at 11:30 a.m., Women’s Fel-
lowship will meet at Coco’s 
Restaurant, 13464 Poway Rd. 
in the back room. We order off 
the menu and each person is 
responsible for her own tab.   
All ladies of the church are welcome to attend.  We 
will have lunch and discuss plans for our Fall Festival 
that will be held on October 23rd.  You are asked to 
please r.s.v.p. your attendance to Jeanette or let her 
know after church prior to September 4th.  

If you are new to the church, this is a wonderful op-
portunity to get to know other ladies from the church 
on a one-on-one basis.  We have such a nice time 
together and we look forward to meeting and getting 
to know you!

Donations are being accepted for the gift baskets 
that will be raffled off at our Fall Festival.  Any new 
item that can possibly be used in a theme basket is 
welcome.  (Holiday items, gardening, sports, enter-
tainment, cooking, soaps and candles, small picture 
frames, new toys, chocolate, movie tickets, gift certifi-
cates, etc.)

Jeanette Roache
President            
Women’s Fellowship

Thank You

Our sincere gratitude to everyone 
for all your prayers and cards 
and more for our family with the 
event of the death of our dad and 
Grampy.  The outpouring of love makes us so appre-
ciative to have a church family. 

Blessings to you all,                               
Sam, Debbie, Rachel, and Stephanie Hallmark

Aspire to inspire before you expire.



6

Evangelism & 
Fellowship 

FIRST SUNDAY-- On Sep-
tember 5th the Agape Café 
will be serving “chicken wings 

with Wing and a Prayer.”  Remember this is a com-
bined service at 9:30am. So plan to attend! If you 
would like to bring a side dish, it would be welcome. 
See Dawna Warren, Francesca Cherrington or Di-
ana Van Ness  and let them know what you will bring.

FIRST ICE CREAM SOCIAL- - On Sunday, Sep-
tember 19th from 12-3:00 pm,  we will have an old 
fashioned ice cream social at the chapel. This is the 
same day as the Midland Street Fair and many cars 
are diverted right past our chapel. We will offer tours 
of the chapel and will sell Pig-in-the-Pit tickets as 
well. We are making some old fashioned dresses. If 
anyone has a bonnet of the late 1800s style or any 
other ideas for costumes, let Barb Hass know. We are 
also looking for an old fashioned preacher’s costume 
for Rev. Glen. This is a new contribution to historic 
Poway Days!

ARSENIC AND OLD LACE- - A great play and good 
company—what more can you ask for?  Knowing the 
star!  A group of 17 people ventured down to Chula 
Vista to see our own Lee Laurence  in action. What a 
great way to spend a Sunday afternoon!

FUN FOR NOVEMBER-- Once all the big fall events 
are done we will plan on a little fun. We are looking for 
a home to host a Bunco night on Saturday, November 
6th. If you don’t know how to play it is very simple 
to learn. We could do a pot luck meal or appetizers 
and/or desserts. Let someone on the committee know 
if you are interested in attending or hosting.

WINE/DRINK TOSS-- Once again we will have a 
tossing game at Pig-in-the-Pit. We need your dona-
tions of bottles of wine or other adult beverages. Plus 
we need a separate set of bottles for kids—juices, fla-
vored waters, sodas. Bring your donations to church 
or get them to Barb Hass.

PADRES UPDATE-- We have one last game on Aug 
28th at Petco Park. We estimate the total income will 
be about $4000 for the year. Thanks to the leaders 

Ron & Jaya Kaelberer, Mark & Vicki Holland, Barb 
Hass and Elma Harmston who come early and stay 
late to make this happen. Also thanks to those who 
worked anywhere from 1-3 games. Next month we’ll 
make a complete list of “thank yous”. 

Barb Hass

Pig-in-the-Pit 
BBQ

The 40th Annual Pig-in-
the-Pit BBQ is coming 
up on Saturday, Septem-
ber 25th.  Meals will be 
served from 3:00 to 7:00 pm.  Tickets are priced at 
$10 for adults and kids 12 and over, and $7 for kids 3 
to 12.

Pig-in-the-Pit began 40 years ago when the DeBonts 
decided to pit barbecue a 4-H pig as a fundraiser 
for the church.   Mrs. Ware baked up her wonderful 
dinner roles, and cole slaw, barbecued beans and 
homemade cake were added to the menu.  Everyone 
pitched in as one big family, and the event has re-
tained that Western family flavor ever since.  While we 
no longer barbecue a whole hog, we do still use the 
earthen pit that has become a permanent fixture in 
the parking lot to roast wet burlap and wire wrapped 
pork roasts that give the event its name.  The pit is 
prepared a day ahead by burning scrap wood down 
to the coals needed for the slow roasting.  The result 
is a unique and delicious flavor that brings folks back 
every year.

Pig-in-the-Pit has always been a church-wide event.  
We couldn’t pull it off each year without the enthusias-
tic participation of all our members.  There are sign-up 
sheets on a table in the Fellowship Hall every Sun-
day after the worship services, and Karen Reynolds 
is hosting a table for advance ticket sales.  Please 
take a batch home and sell some to your coworkers 
and neighbors.  Pig-in-the-Pit is a great entrée to the 
church, as we get people from all over the area to 
attend.   So find one or more sheets that list things 
you are willing to help with, and join the fun we always 
have presenting this popular fundraiser every year.
 See you there!

God closes doors no man can open and
God opens doors no man can close.
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The Agape Cafe
 
On Sept 5th, The Agape 
Cafe is serving: “wings” 
with Wings and a Prayer.  
We will be serving chicken 
wings and side dishes after 
the combined service. If 
anyone wants to help or to 
bring a side dish, contact 
Dawna,  Francesca, or Diana. There will also be a 
sign up sheet at the Agape Cafe.

The Agape Cafe is offered during our church fel-
lowship time. The cafe is developing hot and cold 
drinks along with healthy culinary surprises and 
delights. And coming soon:  “live entertainment”.
A sign-up sheet is available in fellowship hall and 
the Cafe to be a barrister, share “your” culinary 
delights and/or clean-up.

If you are interested in sharing your musical talents 
for our cafe, see us: Dianna, Francesca, Dawna, 
or Sam Hallmark.

Agape Cafe is now selling $5.00 gift cards, which 
are also included in our CCP welcome package for 
new visitors.

New News: Because of your contributions and sup-
port to the Agape Cafe, we are donating back to the 
church $200.00 for the remodeling fund.

Recycle 
Your 
Yarn!

If you have any leftover yarn laying about the 
house from finished projects, please bring it along 
to church and give it to Margaret Corder.  She 
is collecting yarn to donate to long-term hospital 
residents to use to create hats and scarves they 
then can sell for a little pocket money.  Thanks in 
advance for your help!

Blessed are those who can give 
without remembering 
And take without forgetting.

Landscape 
Committee

We need help keeping our 
lovely Chapel looking neat 
and clean.  We meet every 
second and fourth Wednes-
day of the month at 9:30 am.  
The Chapel is a focal point of 
our church and an historical part of Poway!  If you can 
help us to pull weeds, please let me know. 
 
Felicia Rosler 

                        
 Choir Notes

Sunday, September 12th 
will be the first Sunday 
the Adult Choir returns to 
lead worship at the 9:30 
service.  The Choir has 

resumed practice on Wednesday evenings in the Old 
Chapel from 7 to 8:30 pm.   We are always looking for 
new voices to join us in song, and praise God through 
music.   We would welcome anyone high school age 
or older to join the ranks!

There will be a Choir Kickoff Potluck party at the 
home of the Noyes family, 13258 Edina Way, Poway, 
on Saturday, September 18th at 5:00 pm.   Choir 
members, significant others and anyone thinking of 
joining us--even occasionally for cantatas, for in-
stance—is welcome.  There will be a sign-up sheet 
in the Choir Room that you can use to reserve your 
seat and to bring a side dish or dessert.  John Noyes 
will provide drinks and barbecue something.  See you 
there!

We look forward to another year of making beautiful 
music unto the Lord!

B & P Brinkerhoff

I’ve learned that whenever I decide something with an 
open heart, I usually make the right decision....
                                                    Maya Angelou
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CCPS News
  
CCPS is very excited to open 
our doors for another terrific 
year of new experiences spiri-
tually and academically. Our 
students are our first priority, 
and our program is designed 
with that in mind. We have a 
great opportunity to work together in a loving and nur-
turing environment with “Excellence for the Children” 
being our common goal.
   
We have many new families joining us this fall.  Big 
news for CCPS is the office remodel--it is GREAT!   
Stop by and see it. 
     
This is my eighth year as Director, and I am delighted 
to be here and look forward to a fantastic year. 
 
Blessings,
Pam Haney

Y.A.C.         
             Youth Activities Column

Blessings and Peace to you all.

It feels like summer is just beginning and it is Septem-
ber already.  September is when we “rally” together 
and begin our 2010-2011 year.  

On Rally Day, September 12th, we will begin our 
LOGOS sign ups.  LOGOS, which means “Word” 
in Greek, is our mid-week ministry open to all youth 
in 6th through 12th grades.  It consists of a worship 
time, dinner, Church Life Skills--where the youth learn 
music, outreach, worship, drama and more--and 
Christian Living--where they learn and have discus-
sions about things relevant in their lives as Christians. 

It runs from October through May.  See me for more 
details.

This is also the year for Confirmation.  Confirma-
tion is a journey in which our youth are paired with 
an adult mentor to go through a series of studies.  
They also participate in a variety of projects that 
expose them to church life, the community, and 
the United Church of Christ.  The journey prepares 
them to make the decision to become members of 
the church. We invite youth in 9th grade and above.  
Please contact me with any questions.  An informa-
tional meeting will be planned soon.

We begin Sunday School for youth at the 9:30 ser-
vice in September.  We will be using the LIVE BIG 
curriculum.  During the first Sunday of the month, 
Communion Sunday, the youth remain in worship 
service to participate in Communion and worship.
On October 3rd we will have a special service dedi-
cating the Preschool.  I will be asking the youth to 
participate in different ways in worship. Please let me 
know if there is something special you want to do.
We invite youth to serve the church by being Sunday 
School assistants.  This is open to all youth 16 and 
older.  We also have Junior Assistant positions for 
those in 6th grade and above.  You must sign up in 
advance on the Sunday sign-up board and complete 
the Safe Ministry training.

I want to thank our youth who have participated in 
worship as scripture readers, singers, band mem-
bers, and on the Welcome Team. During Vacation 
Bible School, our youth were instrumental in being 
assistants.  There were eight youth who assisted 
each week.  I’d also like to extend a special recogni-
tion to Neely Ashley who represented our church at 
the Interfaith Summer Nights on the Youth Panel.

Blessings,                                                                       
Debbie Hallmark                                                
Youth Minister                                                         
Email: hallmark04@cox.net

A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter 
what her own childhood was like: “We used to skate 
outside on a pond I had a swing made from a tire; it 
hung from a tree in our front yard. We rode our pony. 
We picked wild raspberries in the woods.” The little 
girl was wide-eyed, taking this all in. At last she said, 
“I sure wish I’d gotten to know you sooner!”
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In Profile
Getting to know…
Colleen Clementson

Colleen Clementson is a real 
California native.  She grew up 
in San Diego, in the Clairmont 
area, where she graduated from 
Madison High School.  She attended Mesa College, 
graduating with an AA in nursing.  Colleen worked as 
an LVN for two years before her wanderlust drew her 
to Lake Tahoe for a couple of years.  Colleen worked 
at various jobs, especially waitressing, between her 
many travels.  Colleen returned to San Diego in 1978 
to work at the Hyatt, where she met Alf, her husband 
of thirty years.

Alfred is English.  Another travel aficionado, he made 
friends of traveling San Diego surfers while visiting 
southern France.  H traveled a lot with this group, 
who based themselves out of San Diego.  Eventually 
Alf got a job at the Hyatt, where he still works today.  
He became the banquet planner there.

Colleen and Alf had two children, Rose and Joel in 
’82 and ’85 respectively.  They moved to Poway to 
raise their family, and Colleen first attended church 
at CCP in the old chapel in 1986.  She was pleased 
to find a small church with such a large population of 
families with young children.   Rose and Joel grew up 
in the church, right through the LOGOS program.
The Clementson family traveled frequently to Eng-
land to visit Alf’s mother before she passed away in 
1999.   Last year Colleen and Alf made a trip back 
to England and also visited Ireland.  Colleen’s father 
was an Irish immigrant, coming to this country with 
his family at age 5, so visiting her father’s homeland 
was very special for Colleen.  She is the youngest of 
four children, with two sisters and one brother.
Colleen opened a Children’s Store in Poway in 1990.  
The store carried furniture and clothing for children 
and pregnant mothers.  It was located in the shop-
ping center at the west end of Poway Road near 
Ozzie’s Music.  She finally sold the business in ’97 
because it was taking too much of her time away 
from her children.

Colleen worked in sales for El Camino Memorial Park 
for a couple of years.  She took a leave of absence to 
care for her  mother, who was dying of cancer.  Her 

father has passed 3 years before, and she hadn’t 
been available to care for him, so she wanted to do 
this for her mother.  Colleen said that her mother was 
an amazing role model for her on both how to live 
and how to die.  She was very much at peace with 
dying, and she passed in December of 2000.

In April of 2001 Colleen began Centering Prayer 
when Delisa Buckingham-Taylor began offering it at 
CCP.  She has been practicing Centering Prayer for 
nine years now, and doesn’t know how she managed 
without it.  Colleen credits Centering Prayer with a 
deepening faith and relationship with God.   When 
Delisa and Chris moved to Wisconsin, Colleen began 
leading the Tuesday evening Centering Prayer group 
to keep it active here at CCP.

Colleen remains very active in the work force.  She’s 
held many different positions in her working life.  She 
spent a couple of years taking care of a neighbor’s 
child before she went to school.  She has continued 
to work part time for the Hyatt in the catering side of 
the business, which often entails evening and week-
end work.  She recently began a new part time teller 
job at Mission Federal Credit Union.  She had worked 
as a teller at Washington Mutual in Escondido.

Colleen and Alf’s children are young adults now.  
Rose is the mother of her grandson, Alex, now 5.  
Rose returned home after having Alex, to finish her 
college education and obtain her teaching credential.  
Rose teaches autistic children at Mason Elemen-
tary for the San Diego Unified School District.  She 
is in her second year there.  She and Alex moved 
into their own place this summer, and Rose is busy 
planning her wedding.  Alex will begin kindergarten 
this fall at his mother’s workplace.  He is a graduate 
of the Community Christian Preschool, which Col-
leen credits for his ability to read at this age!.  She 
says that it is a wonderfully rich program, turning out 
children more than ready for kindergarten.

Joel has recently graduated from Platt College in San 
Diego with a degree in Graphic Design.  Platt is also 
the alma mater of Sam Hallmark.  Joel has begun 
building his own graphic design business, and lives in 
Poway with his girlfriend.

Colleen worked in the church nursery for awhile when 
she started attending CCP, but she missed out on the 
services.  When her kids were enrolled in LOGOS, 
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she began working with the youth on Wednesday 
evenings in that program.   She has stayed on to 
help since they have left, serving for many years as 
a table parent.

Colleen has also stayed active with our youth by 
sponsoring Confirmation candidates.  She has 
worked with three young ladies over the years.  Her 
first was Marnie Von Wilpert.  She is proud of the 
young woman she has become.  Marnie spent time 
in Africa working with AIDS victims.  She is now a 
lawyer.

Colleen also sponsored Chrissie McLain, who now 
lives in Oceanside, and Lauren Turner of Ramona.   
Sponsoring a confirmand involves a weekly commit-
ment of time to do Bible study and other activities 
with the youth, including visiting other churches.   
Colleen has enjoyed working with the youth so 
actively.

A member of CCP since 1986, Colleen remembers 
when the congregation outgrew the old chapel.  
They were holding three services each week to ac-
commodate the whole congregation.  She helped to 
raise money for the new sanctuary.  Colleen loves 
CCP and has made great friends here.  She feels 
that CCP was a wonderful church in which to raise 
her kids, who have both “turned out well.”  She 
thanks the church for this.  Colleen is active on the 
Worship Committee for the second service, and can 
be seen decorating the altar on Sunday mornings 
before it.

Colleen says she enjoys being a grandmother to 
her grandson, Alex.  She hopes to be able to travel 
again in the future.   Alf is 62 and is considering 
retirement, due to arthritis in his hips.  He had hip 
replacement surgery this summer is recovering well.  
Alf was able to borrow some medical equipment 
from Janet Williams for help in bending, etc.  She 
had the surgery a couple of years ago.

Colleen asks that you talk to her about Centering 
Prayer.  The group meets every Tuesday evening 
at 6:30, usually in the Fireside Room unless other 
activities have been scheduled, when they use the 
Sanctuary.  She’d be happy to introduce you to the 
technique, so that you, too, can enjoy a closer rela-
tionship with God.

The Wicker Basket 

The story is told of an old man who lived on a farm 
in the mountains of eastern  Kentucky with his young 
grandson. Each morning, Grandpa was up early
sitting at the kitchen table reading from his old worn-out 
Bible. His grandson who wanted to be just like him tried 
to imitate him in any way he could. 

One day the grandson asked, ‘Papa, I try to read the 
Bible just like you but I don’t understand it, and what 
I do understand I forget as soon as I close the book. 
What good does reading the Bible do?’ The Grandfa-
ther quietly turned from putting coal in the stove and 
said, ‘Take this old wicker coal basket down to the river 
and bring back a basket of water.’ 
The boy did as he was told, even though all the water 
leaked out be fore he could get back to the house. 
The grandfather laughed and said, ‘You will have to 
move a little faster next time,’ and sent him back to the 
river with the basket to try again. This time the boy ran 
faster, but again the old wicker basket was empty be-
fore he returned home. out of breath, he told his grand-
father that it was ‘impossible to carry water in a basket,’ 
and he went to get a bucket instead. 
The old man said, ‘I don’t want a bucket of water;
I want a basket of water. You can do this. You’re just 
not trying hard enough,’ and he went out the door to 
watch the boy try again. 
At this point, the boy knew it was impossible, but he 
wanted to show his grandfather that even if he ran as 
fast as he could, the water would leak out before he got 
far at all. The boy scooped the water and ran hard, but
when he reached his grandfather the basket was again 
empty. Out of breath, he said, ‘See Papa, it’s useless!’ 
‘So you think it is useless?’ The old man said, ‘Look at 
the basket.’ 
The boy looked at the basket and for the first time he 
realized that thebasket looked different. Instead of a 
dirty old wicker coal basket, it was clean. 
‘Son, that’s what happens when you read the Bible. 
You might not understand or remember everything, but 
when you read it, it will change you from the inside out.’ 

Moral of the wicker basket story: Take time to read a 
portion of God’s word each day; it will affect you for 
good even if you don’t retain a word. 

Thought for Today: Gods Love is like the ocean, you 
can see its beginnings but not its end. 
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